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5th Woodley Scouts

Membership & Welcome Pack

Rev. – Sep 11
Welcome to the 5th Woodley Scout Family

How is the Group set up?

There are three sections in the Group -  Beavers, Cubs and Scouts.

We have 2  Beaver Colonies for  6-8 year olds. Grasshoppers meet on Tuesday evenings 5.45 – 6.45 pm, Leader Paul Turner and Crickets meet on Thursdays 5.45-6.45pm, Leader Clare Makinson.

We have two Cub Packs for 8-10½  year olds. Tuesday night is Wasps led by Mike Lee and Thursday night is Hornets led by David Hughes. Both run from 7.00 – 8.30pm. Both Beaver colonies feed both packs. (i.e. Tuesday night Cubs is not solely for Tuesday night Beavers likewise for Thursday Cubs)

We have 2 Scout Troops for 10½ - 14 year olds.  Darwin meet on Wed 7.00 – 9.00pm led by Roy Binden and Grenfell on Fridays 7.30 – 9.30 pm led by Clive Boys.

(District led Explorer Scouts cater for 14 –18 year olds and County based Network Scouts for 18 – 25 year olds. There is also a District based adult section – Scout Active Support (SAS)) 

Children who want to join the Group will first need to have their names on the waiting list for the section they wish to attend. These are held by each section. Once space is available they will be able to visit the appropriate section for a number of weeks before being invested. A completed membership form is required. Once he/she is happy to be invested, we will ask for the standing order form and initial payment. (See “How do I pay” below). Once invested they will move up through the sections as they reach the appropriate age. Again, they will visit the new section for a number of weeks prior to being invested in their new section.  Please ensure you advise the leader of any special needs, health or diet requirements or allergies.

How is the Group run?

The Group is managed by the Executive Committee comprising parents and leaders – all volunteers. Parents support the Executive.

How is the Group funded?

The Group is totally self funding. We receive no money from the Scout Association - indeed we pay them a fee based on the number of people invested in the Group.

Your subscription and monies from fund raising by parents supports the Group.

Additionally we can reclaim back from the Inland Revenue 28p for every £1 you pay at no extra cost to yourself. The government has made it easier for organisations to reclaim this by parents just saying in writing that they wish to donate to the Group. All you have to do is simply fill in the Gift Aid Donation slip on the Bankers Order Form (you must be an income tax payer to sign).

How do I pay?

We ask all parents to pay by standing order. There is a one-off £10 joining fee and a quarterly subscription of £30 taken on 31st January, 30th April, 31st July and 31st October each year.

The joining fee and first quarters subs are payable on joining.

Please note that it is the parent’s responsibility to cancel the standing order when their child leaves the Group. No refunds will be given for overpayment. 
Please advise the section leader if your child stops attending.

Please complete the Bankers Order Form and return together with the £10 joining fee, £30 first quarter subs and Membership Application Form.

We do ask that you let us know of any changes to emergency contact details or if there are any changes in your child’s medical details.

Where does the money go?

About one third of your subscriptions covers the levy we pay to the Scout Association, half covers the cost of running the hut and the remaining goes towards equipment, badges etc. 

We rely heavily on fundraising to provide major items of equipment and to carry out major repairs on the hut. Leaders are voluntary and receive no payment for running the Group.

What happens next?

Following receipt of your application, the appropriate section leader will explain how your child will join the Group.

Each Section runs its own programme and puts on events to which parents are invited.

The Group holds special activities for all the Sections throughout the year together with fundraising activities. Parents attend some of these activities which include the Family Camping Weekend and Barbeques. They also help in fundraising events including Woodley Pagoda sales, Barn Dances, Raffles etc.

Uniform

Each section (Beavers / Cubs / Scouts) have their own uniform. This can be purchased from the Scout Shop in Woodley which is located in the grounds of Rivermead School, Loddon Bridge Road, Woodley and is open Thursday 3.45 – 5.00pm and 7.00 to 9.00pm and Saturday mornings 10.00-12.00. 

This shop is staffed by volunteers and 5th Woodley get a dividend based on the sales to our members. You can also buy 5th Woodley T shirts and caps which are useful for camps and summer activities which are available from our scout hut on Tuesday and Thursday evenings after Beavers.  Badges and scarves are provided by the Group when your child is invested.
What about helping?

Many parents help with the running of the Group.  If nobody helps then the Group will disappear.  If you would like to help in any way, no matter how small, then please do not hesitate to ask any Leader or member of the Executive. 

Keeping up to date
Other than of course talking to the children and parents during the meetings, we use email as our primary source of communication.  We do not pass email addresses to anyone that does not need it as part of looking after your child during a meeting or activity.
We have a website www.5thwoodley.org.uk with lots of information including the terms programmes, we can be followed on twitter @5thwoodley and also ‘5th Woodley Scout Group’ on facebook.
What if I need to know more?

If you have any queries please contact your section leader or one of the following:  

Jacqui Webb 
Group Scout Leader

0118 962 8006

Rob Widdis

Group Executive Chairman
07800 121544
	5th Woodley Scout Group – Membership Application Form

	Joining (please circle):-             Beavers:  Grasshoppers (Tues)  Crickets (Thurs)                   Cubs:  Wasps(Tues)  Hornets (Thurs)                Scouts Darwin (Wed)  Grenfell (Fri)

	Surname:                                       Forename(s)

	Date of Birth:                                  Family name if not Surname:

School :
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Ethnic Origin – please tick.

Asian               Black                  Mixed Race                White               Other

(This information is requested by Scout HQ)

	Address:

Post Code:

	Tel:

	Parent Email:

Parent Mobile Phone:

Child email:

	Emergency Contact: 

Name:

Tel:

	Any health problems, allergies or special needs? (speak to section leader if confidential)

                                                                                                         If necessary continue on reverse

	Any expertise you can offer the Group?

	I accept that the Scout Group will be keeping information about my child’s membership of the Scout Movement for Scouting purposes.

I give explicit consent to the holding of information of my child’s health; disabilities; religion/faith; race/ethnic origin again for Scouting purposes.

I give / do not give consent to the disclosure of any information held to third parties associated with the Scout Movement in order that they may offer products and services which may be of interest. (Please circle.)

	Signed:                                                         Date:


Please enclose joining fee / 1st quarter subs (total £40) together with Bankers Form, and return to Section Leader

	5th Woodley Scout Group

Banker’s Order Form



	To:

Name of your bank

     
Address of bank including postcode

     

	From:

Your name

     
Your address including postcode

     


	Your Bank Account Number

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your Bank Sort Code

 
 
-

 
 
-

 
 


	Dear Sirs,

I, 
(your name) request you to pay to 

	Barclays Bank, 

Reading Branch, 

PO Box 27, 

Reading, RG1 2HN 
Sort Code:
20-71-03

for the credit of ‘5th Woodley Scout Group’ 
Account No:  
00371416

the sum of Thirty pounds (£30) quarterly, until this order is cancelled in writing.

The order is to start on the last day of the month of Jan/Apr/Jul/Oct 20___*.  

	Please quote the reference: 
(your child’s name)
This instruction cancels any previous instruction in favour of 5th Woodley Scout Group with the above reference.
Yours faithfully


Signed

Date



	Gift Aid Donation

	I confirm that :

· I would like 5th Woodley Scout Group to treat the subscription I pay from today’s date as Gift Aid Donations, until I notify you in writing otherwise,

· I am an income tax payer.


Signed

Date


Print Name



	Please note: It is your responsibility to cancel this standing order with your bank when your child leaves the Group.  Please notify the section leader or membership secretary in writing when your child has stopped attending.

	Office use:  Bank reference:
Date sent:
Start:
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CRB Checking (Criminal Records Bureau)
Dear Parents








Due to the national Child Protection Act, any adult who comes into contact with any child within the 5th Woodley Scout Group environment has to be what is called, “CRB checked”.  This means a police check to make sure that no-one we let near your children has anything on record which might mean they could put your child in peril.    We’re sure that plenty of you may have already come across this at work or perhaps other leisure activities and appreciate that we have to do this to ensure the safety of your child - something we all care deeply about.  

If we could get every parent of every child within 5th Woodley “CRB’d” it would mean that any parent could attend/help out at any activity we may run in the future.   It would also mean that we do not have to stop and check who we can let in to help and who we cannot.

We would therefore ask that they you complete the form and provide the two proofs of identity needed (sorry, even if we’ve known you for years - even leaders who have been Scouting for a long time had to do this).  The form will then be sent off and we will get back notification that it is OK to have you with the children.  

Please ask your child’s section leader for a form - which has to be completed at the hut - and bring your identity proofs with you (e.g. driving licence, passport, NI number and a utility bill of some sort) and a utility bill or bank statement (we don’t need to see the figures!) as we need to verify your address.
Thank you 

5th Woodley Scout Group
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Dear Parents








We like to display photos of the children within 5th Woodley Scout Group in the hut (without names on).  

We also occasionally invite the press to take pictures of certain events (without names) e.g outside visits, cool camp etc.  

In the specific event that a name appearing would be suitable, separate permission would be sought for this.

Please, if you would rather you did not have your child appear in such photos please notify us in writing.

If you have any concerns and wish to discuss these, please feel free to contact your child’s group leader.

Many thanks

5th Woodley Scout Group
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